
 

 

 

 

22 May 2020 

 

Dear Families 

 

Arrangements from 1 June onwards 

 

We are writing to confirm that the Trust Board has agreed that our schools will not open for additional 

children in the government’s specified year groups (EYFS, Y1, Y6, Y10, Y12) until 8 June at the 

earliest. We know that this may disappoint many of the children who are looking forward to seeing 

their friends and teachers again. Please note, our Key Worker provision will continue after half term (1 

June onwards). Those families who are eligible will be contacted about this offer shortly.  

 

The Trust Board, along with the Chairs of the Governing Boards, feels strongly that schools have been 

put under pressure to consider 1 June as a ‘start’ date; this is not helpful in doing all we can to look after 

and keep safe our students and staff. Trustees and governors support the government’s desire to get 

more children back to school as soon as it is safe to do so. At present, they believe that there are too 

many unknowns to do this with sufficient confidence. Even if the government’s 5 Key Tests are met, 

they believe that confirmation of this on 28 May is too late to enable our schools to be ready for the 

start of June. 

 

Along with this letter, is a “Question and Answer’ document outlining the approach that the Trust will 

take going forward. We hope that you will find it helpful. 

 

The Board’s decision will enable a thorough assessment of any risks involved in managing the return 

of the additional year groups. It also provides additional time for staff to access training, prepare 

classrooms and rehearse what the safe return of larger numbers of children would look like in practical 

terms. 

 

We are aware that this has been an extremely challenging time for families, children and our staff. As 

difficult as it has been, we hope that you feel that our school teams have never lost sight of the fact that 

we are here to provide for your children as best we can. We remain grateful to staff for the effort and 

energy that has gone into our onsite and online programmes. We are particularly grateful to those 

colleagues who have been able to support the onsite provision for some of your children since the end 

of March. This group includes of course the premises, catering and cleaning teams. We are also grateful 

to you as families for all that you have done to support your children’s learning and keep their spirits 

up; all whilst managing your other commitments and responsibilities.  

 

We wish you a safe and restful half term break. 

Yours sincerely 

  
Helen George David Boyle 

Chair of the Trust CEO 


