
STATEMENT
Temporary Closure of Leisure Centre/Accommodation on

Van Gogh’s Hackford Road site
______________________________________________________

Our aim
The leisure centre and accommodation, based on the Hackford Road site, were established to benefit
both the children who went to school on that site (now called Van Gogh Primary) as well as local
residents. We wish to continue to use the leisure centre for the benefit of the pupils of Van Gogh
Primary as well as to maintain a resource that the community can be proud of and use regularly. The
lease granted to London Horizons Limited (LHL) automatically expires in early April, and we are very
sorry for any inconvenience caused to users in the interim. We appreciate that uncertainty is not
helpful. We hope that this will be resolved very quickly.

The current situation
The lease for LHL to run the leisure centre and accommodation was agreed following the Secretary of
State for Education’s decision to return the buildings and land to Lambeth Council to be held for the
benefit of the children of Van Gogh Primary. This took place as a result of the termination of the
funding agreement for Durand Academy.

For practical purposes, Lambeth Council provided a short-term lease to the Dunraven Educational
Trust who in turn issued a sublease to LHL. The lease and sublease were granted from October 2020,
ending in April 2022. The plan from April 2022, shared previously in headline form with Lambeth
Council and Durand Education Trust/LHL, was to run a tender process to ensure the best provision to
manage the leisure centre and accommodation. The intention was that this would be in place ready
for April 2022 but events beyond our control, including the obvious impact of the pandemic, have
slowed things down.

Next steps
Once the sublease for LHL has expired, we will be in a position to fully understand the condition of the
buildings and any work that is immediately required. We will ensure that the MUGA pitch, which we
had refurbished last year, is available for hire again as quickly as possible. We will then run a short
process to find a partner to manage the swimming pool. This is likely to take several weeks. Use of
other elements of the site will follow. We are working with Lambeth Council to ensure that this
happens swiftly.

If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact us via ‘info@det.org.uk’.

Helen George David Boyle CBE
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On behalf of the Dunraven Educational Trust


