
 
 
 

Autumn Term 2020 School Risk Assessment - 
summary information for families 

 
 
The government has confirmed that it expects all children to return to school in September.               
Attendance is once again compulsory for all but those children in a high risk category.  
 
In planning for September, schools in the Dunraven Educational Trust will follow the guidance              
issued by the government, informed by Public Health England (here). Each school has developed              
a risk assessment to ensure that the additional risks posed by the virus are considered and                
eliminated as far as possible. If you would like to see a copy of the full risk assessment for your                    
child’s school, it can be found on the website here . The work that school teams have done since                   
March has kept children and adults safe; there have been no cases of the virus being picked up in                   
our schools so far. We will do all that we can for this to remain the case. 
 
The risk assessments cover a range of issues. The main areas are summarised below. 
 
Basic hygiene 
Our schools will continue to follow the key advice from Public Health England: regular hand               
washing/sanitising (all school sites have had hand sanitiser dispensers installed); putting used            
tissues in the bin (bins with lids have been provided); safe covering of mouth/nose for               
coughs/sneezes; maintain social distancing where possible. 
 
Virus symptoms 
Anyone with a temperature or with one of the key symptoms of the virus (dry cough, loss of                  
sense of taste/smell) should stay away from school and go for a test. When a young person                 
(or adult) presents with symptoms during the school day, they will be seen by First Aid and isolated                  
from others until they can be picked up or sent home. That person will then need to be tested and                    
self-isolate until the result is confirmed. Please confirm the result with your child’s school as soon                
as it’s received.  
 
Face Coverings/PPE 
Following the revised guidance from the government in September and the rising number of cases               
locally, staff and secondary-aged students should wear face coverings in school communal areas.             
Public Health England advice is that younger children are not expected to wear face coverings in                
school. Face coverings should be removed safely and stored appropriately e.g. inside a sealed              
plastic bag, before entering the school site in primary phases.  
 
In light of a further rise in cases leading to a second national lockdown, face coverings may be                  
worn in classrooms by staff and secondary school students. Some staff may also wear visors.               
Staff responsible for First Aid have had training in the safe use of PPE where it is required. There                   
is no expectation that PPE is used routinely in school.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks
https://www.det.org.uk/1059/key-information/category/33/other-key-policies


 
High risk groups 
Those on the high risk list (here) who have received a letter about their condition should remain at                  
home. Those in other risk groups, including those from Black and minority ethnic groups, should               
follow government advice as required. It is accepted that young people are less at risk and suffer                 
less severe symptoms than adults unless they are part of a group on the most vulnerable list. 
 
Cleaning 
School sites will be cleaned regularly. Frequently used areas, such as toilets, will be cleaned at                
least three times a day. If all members of the school community follow the basic hygiene                
rules, it will help prevent the spread of the virus regardless of the cleaning regime.  
 
School routines 
School routines will be adapted to support social distancing wherever possible. These include             
arrival/departure, break and lunchtimes. You will receive specific details about the arrangements            
for your child’s school. It is vital that you understand and follow these arrangements which include                
staggered start and finish times. In the primary schools, there will also be information about where                
parents should drop off and wait for their children. 
 
Breakfast clubs will operate from September but with limited group size. After school clubs will not                
run ‘as usual’ during the Autumn term. Your child’s school will confirm what’s on offer directly with                 
you. 
 
Whilst social distancing expectations are in place, students will be taught in a ‘bubble’ whilst in                
school. Students will be in year group size ‘bubbles’ in order to enable as wide a range of learning                   
experiences/subjects to be offered as possible. In the primary schools and Key Stage 3, students               
will spend all or most of the day with their particular class (maximum 30). In Key Stage 4 and 5,                    
students will move between groups, when required, to enable them to complete their exam              
courses. 
 
Equipment 
Where possible, everyday items and equipment that the children use e.g. pencils, pens, play              
equipment, will be ‘personalised’ or limited to use within a ‘bubble’. Where this is not possible,                
additional cleaning has been put in place to limit transmission between groups of children. 
 
Assemblies 
Large school gatherings such as assemblies, will be delivered either virtually, or in ‘bubbles’. 
 
Uniform 
School uniform will be worn in full from September. 
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https://digital.nhs.uk/coronavirus/shielded-patient-list

