
February 2021 update - School Risk Assessment
information for families

___________________________________________________________

The government has confirmed that it expects all children to return to school from March 8
2021. Primary aged pupils will return on 8 March; secondary aged students will be offered an
asymptomatic test from 8 March and return to lessons on site later that week.

In planning for onsite provision, schools in the Dunraven Educational Trust will follow the
guidance issued by the government, informed by Public Health England (here and here). Each
school has reviewed its risk assessment to ensure that the additional risks posed by the virus
are considered and eliminated as far as possible. If you would like to see a copy of the full risk
assessment for your child’s school, it can be found on the website here. The work that school
teams have done since March 2020 has kept children and adults safe overall; rates of infection
in our schools remain well below local and national averages. We will do all that we can for this
to remain the case with your support

The risk assessments cover a range of issues. The main areas are summarised below.

Basic hygiene
Our schools will continue to follow the key advice from Public Health England: regular hand
washing/sanitising (all school sites have had hand sanitiser dispensers installed); putting used
tissues in the bin (and bins with lids have been provided); safe covering of mouth/nose for
coughs/sneezes; maintain social distancing where possible.

Virus symptoms
Anyone with a temperature or with one of the key symptoms of the virus (dry cough, loss
of sense of taste/smell) must stay away from school and go for a test. When a young
person (or adult) presents with symptoms during the school day, they will be seen by First Aid
and isolated from others until they can be picked up or sent home. That person will then need to
be tested and self-isolate until the result is confirmed. Please confirm the result with your child’s
school as soon as it’s received.

Facial Coverings/PPE
Those primary aged children in school are not expected to wear facial coverings on site;
secondary aged students and all staff (primary and secondary) must wear a facial covering in
indoor communal areas. Secondary students and staff must also wear a face covering in the

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/958906/Restricting_attendance_during_the_national_lockdown_schools_guidance.pdf
https://www.det.org.uk/1059/key-information/category/33/other-key-policies


classroom where social distancing cannot be maintained, as required by the current
circumstances; this is seen as an extra, temporary measure and will be kept under review. A
reminder that adults/older children must wear facial coverings to travel to/from school whilst on
public transport. Staff responsible for First Aid have had training in the safe use of PPE where it
is required. There is no expectation that PPE is used routinely in school.

High risk groups
Those on the high risk list (here) who have received a letter about their condition should remain
at home. Those in other risk groups, including those from Black and minority ethnic groups,
should follow government advice as required. It is accepted that young people are less at risk
and suffer less severe symptoms than adults unless they are part of a group on the most
vulnerable list.

Cleaning
School sites will be cleaned regularly. Frequently used areas, such as toilets, will be cleaned at
least three times a day. If all members of the school community follow the basic hygiene
rules, it will help prevent the spread of the virus regardless of the cleaning regime.

School routines
School routines will be adapted to support social distancing wherever possible. These include
arrival/departure, break and lunchtimes. You will receive specific details about the arrangements
for your child’s school. It is vital that you understand and follow these arrangements which
include staggered start and finish times. In the primary schools, there will also be information
about where parents should drop off and wait for their children. We would ask that parents
observe the required protocols of social distancing and wear a face covering at all times please.

Breakfast clubs may operate but with limited group size (your child’s school will confirm). After
school clubs will not run ‘as usual’. Your child’s school will confirm what’s on offer directly with
you if you use the club.

Whilst social distancing expectations are in place, students will be taught in a ‘bubble’ whilst in
school. Students will be in year group size ‘bubbles’ in order to enable as wide a range of
learning experiences/subjects to be offered as possible.

Schools may have to close ‘bubbles’ in the event of an infection or where there are not sufficient
staff available to make the site safe for young people (e.g. no First Aid trained available due to
staff absence).

Equipment
Where possible, everyday items and equipment that the children use e.g. pencils, pens, play
equipment, will be ‘personalised’ or limited to use within a ‘bubble’. Where this is not possible,
additional cleaning has been put in place to limit transmission between groups of children as

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#cev


well as a time limit (e.g. a gap of 48 hours for most resources, 72 hours for plastic resources) in
the current circumstances.

Laptops may be available for loan to families. Your child’s school will have sent you details
about this.

Assemblies
Large school gatherings such as assemblies, will be delivered either virtually, or in ‘bubbles’.

Uniform
School uniform will be worn as required (your child’s school will advise on any specific changes
to the uniform code during this time).

Asymptomatic or Lateral Flow Testing (LFT).
All primary and secondary school staff will continue to be asked to take two rapid LFT each
week to help identify cases of COVID and limit its spread. Secondary schools have been asked
to help further limit the spread of infection by carrying out LFT for all secondary school students
on their return to school from 8 March. Secondary aged students will then be offered the chance
to take twice-weekly LFT at home. Families have been written to about this and asked to give
consent for their child to be tested. Contacts of those with a positive test will need to self-isolate.
The DfE have stated that testing is not compulsory. We would urge all families to support LFT
and to give consent for their child to be tested.


