
 

 

 

 

 

10 June 2020 

 

 

Dear Families 

 

You are unlikely to need any reminder of the appalling events that led to the death of George Floyd in 

America. You will have seen, and may have joined, the protests over the weekend in support of the 

Black Lives Matter campaign. I was sickened to see the footage and read about the treatment of George 

Floyd. One of the most chilling details for me was the fact that the police officer responsible continued 

to kneel on Floyd’s neck for a whole minute after the ambulance crew arrived at the scene.  

 

Closer to home, those of you with children at Van Gogh Primary pass the house every day where Cherry 

Groce was shot in a police raid in 1985: the police were looking for her son who was not at home. She 

spent the rest of her life in a wheelchair as a result of their actions. This is a part of the shared history 

of our school communities. 

 

Black lives have always mattered to those who strive for equality and justice: too often though those 

with the power to make real change for the better - in the UK as much as in the USA -  have failed to 

do so. We have not always got things right in schools for our young people either; we can and must do 

better. I’m clear that the Heads of our schools share this ambition and will continue to take a lead on it 

locally. On behalf of your children, I will not accept anything less than the best we can do.  

 

You will know that our schools are inspired by the idea of creating excellence in and for all of our young 

people. We believe that one of the ways that we can make a positive contribution to our community, to 

make it a better and safer place to be, is to provide our students with all that they need to prosper and 

succeed as young adults. With your support, we want to provide them with the skills, knowledge and 

values that will enable them to thrive as successful and responsible people. 

 

We cannot change what has already happened. But we can equip our children with the knowledge of 

the past from which they can learn; from which they can make informed choices for themselves and 

their community in the future. We can help to ensure that they feel confident and as part of a larger 

group speak out against injustice and hatred in all its forms. We can be clear with them that racism has 

no place in our world and that it must be challenged whenever it appears. 

 

At a time when the emphasis from some is on what divides us, it is more important than ever to be clear 

about what connects us and to give thanks for it. No sane person could look at what happened to George 

Floyd and say it was ok. No clear thinking person could look at the challenges in our communities and 

say that racism does not play a part in making those challenges harder to overcome.  

 

The bad news: until we tackle the disadvantages that some groups in our community face, nothing will 

really change. The better news: schools can do something about this. A broad, well informed and 

creative education makes overcoming many of those disadvantages possible. It is one of the key 

elements in achieving a better future individually and collectively.  

 



 

So, we will continue to develop our curriculum to ensure that it is meaningful and relevant to our young 

people. A curriculum in which all students can see themselves, as well as others, reflected in order to 

make sense of the world around them. We will continue to engage with staff and students to ensure that 

we understand the things about the way our schools operate that need improving. We will continue to 

be grateful to those families who offer ideas as to how we can further improve our support for your 

children. To this end we will set up online meetings to hear directly from families about the present 

issues. Details of these will follow shortly.  

 

We stand united with our staff, students and families in actively opposing racism, prejudice and 

injustice.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
David Boyle    

CEO   

 


